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largely at Russell's door. ** If Lord John had stood by his Chief
instead of trying to supplant him, peace might have been maintained/51
That Russell was from the first restless and uneasy in Aberdeen's
Cabinet is certain. His sense of public duty, combined with the
knowledge that the first place was not within his grasp, had induced
him to accept the second. But he never forgot, nor permitted others
to forget, the sacrifice he had thus made for his country's good, It
is clear also that he regarded the arrangement as temporary and
expected that Aberdeen would retire in his favour." Aberdeen was
entirely devoid of personal ambition ; he had accepted the leadership
with reluctance, and would have gladly relinquished it. But to
whom ? He was less blind than Russell to the latter's defects, but
he would have resigned in August, 1853, could he have induced his
colleagues to accept Russell in his stead. Many of them, however,
perhaps most of them, would not entertain the proposal. Palmerston
was equally impossible at the moment, and consequently, as the sky
became more threatening abroad, Aberdeen, to the great comfort of
the Queen, felt himself in honour bound not to abandon the
helm.
It is far from certain that the cause of peace was served by Lord
his decision. Had the Cabinet been reall^ homogeneous, and bad Aberdeet
Aberdeen been in a position to impose his own policy upon them
from the first, war might have been averted. Lord Stratford would
not have returned to Constantinople, Turkey would never have leant
upon the support of England, and the Czar Nicholas might possibly
have been induced to modify his demands. On the other hand, if
Palmerston had been at the head of a united Cabinet and a unitec
party in 1858, the Czar would have thought twice before sending
Menschikoff to Constantinople and provoking a conflict in which
Great Britain would have been certain to espouse the side of Turkey
Exasperated by the conduct of Napoleon III. and of Lord Stratford
the Cza? relied on Aberdeen and the peace party m England to
extrieate him from difaculties of his own creation. Even after war
had been declared by the Porte, Aberdeen still continued to talk
peace in London and St, Petersburg.
This was the moment appropriately chosen by Lord John Russell
for pressing to the front the question of Parliamentary reform. In
the details of the proposed measure Palmerston could not concur, and
on December 15th he resigned. Lord Lansdowne would probably
have followed him, but after ten days of suspense and negotiation
Palmerston was induced to withdraw his resignation. Ostensibly,
his consent to remain in office was due to the resolution of the Cabinet
on the Reform question. But much more important was the fact
1 Paul, Modem England, i. 311, 318,
* For conduct of Lord John during this autumn see Maxwell's Clarendon, n. 21
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